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HUMAN MICROPHONE 
 
The Chequers, 145 High St, London E17 7BX 
Art Night • 22 June 2019 • 9pm–1am 

 

Pervilion presents Human Microphone – amplifying voices through 
the power of karaoke. For Art Night 2019, this singalong marathon 
is devoted to ‘Stay Another Day’ by Walthamstow band East 17. 
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Referencing the human microphone – an oral technique for sharing 
a message – this participatory project by Dorothy Feaver and Stella 
Scott takes place at a time when many of London’s local street 
markets are under mounting pressure. Human Microphone 
celebrates the freedom that public spaces such as Walthamstow 
Market provide for a plurality of voices to gather and interact. In the 
context of Art Night, London’s roving contemporary art festival, 
Human Microphone proposes staying a little longer.  

By presenting a karaoke menu of one option, Human Microphone 
tests the point at which message becomes mantra – and the staying 
power of the audience. The event, a platform for multiple 
renditions, sees the mic passed between locals and visitors, pub 
regulars, community choirs, East 17 fans and spontaneous 
individuals, enabling different perspectives to coalesce around the 
unifying song.  

‘Stay Another Day’ was UK number 1 in 1994. Songwriter Tony 
Mortimer has said: ‘Sometimes when I’m working on a song, I’ll just 
let it play on repeat, and “Stay Another Day” was one of those. I 
made spaghetti on toast once and realised that I’d had it playing for 
half an hour and it hadn’t pissed me off yet, so that must be good.’  

The anthem’s sense of yearning is channelled through its place of 
origin, via a karaoke cover and film, anchored in Walthamstow 
Market. Looped on screens through the pub, the film ruptures the 
generic form of the karaoke video with cascading detail from the 
locality. The new instrumental backing track is a warmly textured 
composition, inviting interpretations of the song to be keyed in and 
underscoring the joy of communal singing as an act of 
empowerment.  

 
 
 
HUMAN MICROPHONE 
 
The Chequers, 145 High St, 
London E17 7BX 
 
22 June 2019 • 9pm–1am  
Free entry 
 
Nearest tube: Walthamstow 
Central 
Please note: performances 
will be filmed 

A participatory project by 
Dorothy Feaver & Stella Scott  

Motion graphics: Alice 
Dunseath  
Graphic design: Oliver Smith 
Illustration: Alice Feaver 

Music: Jacob Samuel with 
thanks to Bianca Scout 
Backing vocals: Natural 
Voices Choir, Khuroum 
Bukhari 

 


